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About the Fellows of the National Collegiate Honors Council
The NCHC Fellows recognition provides annual awards for distinguished service 
to honors education.  

The selection process is based on: 
• NCHC, regional and/or state honors organization leadership;
• Scholarly activities relating to honors education;
• NCHC, regional, and/or state honors special events, institutes, etc.;
• Recognition for outstanding honors teaching on the home campus;
• Assistance provided to other honors programs/colleges (site visits, consulting, etc.)
• Content of the nomination letters;
• Demonstrated record of sustained commitment to honors education.

The NCHC Fellows awards were originally established in 2010 by the Assessment 
and Evaluation Committee and are now administered by the Awards and Grants 
Committee. All Fellows of the NCHC are approved by the Board of Directors. 

The Mission of NCHC

To support and enhance the community of educational 
institutions, professionals, and students who participate 

in collegiate honors education around the world. 

1100 Neihardt Residence Center UNL · 540 N. 16th St. · Lincoln, NE 68588-0627
www.nchchonors.org
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

Twelve years of productive work and lively fun with my colleagues 
on the Publications Board.  If we get seconds, I would say sponsor-
ing several NCHC Portz Scholars at the annual conferences.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

Aside from twice publishing lead articles in a very-hard-to-publish-
in journal (Comparative Literature), I would say my 14-year tenure 
as Dean of the Honors College at Kent State, climaxing in the 
achievement of a new honors center and an endowed discretionary 
fund.

Larry R. Andrews
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 

My favorite NCHC memories all revolve around watching the 
transformation that takes place in honors students who have the op-
portunity to attend the NCHC national convention. I love watching 
them learn to present their research, share ideas, and interact with 
peers and professors from other institutions as they begin to under-
stand they are part of a larger intellectual community than just their 
own honors program.  In particular, I enjoyed that moment in New 
Orleans when our editors received recognition for publishing the 
best student-edited newsletter.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Within the realm of Honors, I would have to say that I am most 
gratified by having played some small role in helping the Partners 
in the Parks projects grow and prosper as co-chair of that standing 
committee of NCHC. I have a passion for offering students field 
experiences that connect them to nature and the week-long projects 
camping in our national parks have been some of the most transfor-
mative experiences for honors students. Not only have I been fortu-
nate to work with great colleagues and students through Partners in 
the Parks, but those experiences have also provided opportunities to 
write and publish on explorations beyond the classroom.

William Atwill
2016 Fellow
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Grey Austin
2011 Fellow

What is your favorite NCHC memory?

1. Participating as an official visitor in the early NCHC honors 
semesters, particularly the Washington Bicentennial Honors 
Semester and the first of the Grand Canyon Semesters.

2. The gratifying response to my presidential address,”Honors as a 
Subversive Activity.”

3. The good people who inhabit honors, both directors and students.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

In 1966, I participated in the NCHC founding meeting in Lawrence, 
Kansas shortly after being appointed by Ohio State University 
to develop an honors program. Over my eighteen-year tenure as 
University Honors Director, we created not a single program, not 
a membership program, and not an honors college, but an alterna-
tive university-wide network of honors opportunities and recogni-
tions, which continues to grow in service to students and faculty at 
this very large and complex institution. Out of that experience, and 
having been the NCHC Executive Secretary-treasurer (1973-78), I 
wrote some of the early honors materials, and as visiting consultant 
worked to help 30+ colleges and universities to build programs to fit 
their unique circumstances.
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

Each year at the annual conference, I take my students out to a 
local restaurant that features food they may not be used to: oysters 
in New Orleans, soul food in Kansas City, Japanese in Orlando. 
Just as I ask them to push themselves in the classroom, I ask them 
to try new culinary experiences. I love to watch the excitement on 
their faces as they navigate these new environments and learn about 
cultures that are very different from their own. I fully believe in 
political scientist Janet Flammang’s argument that the rituals sur-
rounding food can help us reflect on how to be better citizens in our 
democratic society and I feel lucky that I get to share such experi-
ences with students. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

That’s easy. The hundreds of students whose lives have been 
changed as a result of time we’ve shared inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Richard Badenhausen
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

My favorite NCHC memory is not an event, but is the terrific pro-
fessional colleagues with whom I had the opportunity to work.  I 
loved the differing perspectives, the creative thought process, the 
lively discussions, and the dedication they demonstrated over and 
over again in making NCHC a stronger organization.  And from that 
professional life, many of them have become very good friends.  So, 
any time NCHC has a gathering, it is sure to be a highlight for me.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

I consider the chance to mentor honors students to be my greatest 
professional opportunity.  How many of us get that chance? And 
then to have done it for 30 years gave me the opportunity to stay 
in touch with them and see what these outstanding students could 
do with their lives after they left the university.  To believe that I 
changed one student’s life is a great achievement; to know that I 
changed many students’ lives is my greatest achievement!

Elizabeth C. Beck
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

My favorite NCHC memory is simply associating with very good 
people who come out of the honors experience.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

My greatest professional achievement was starting two honors 
programs, ultimately colleges, with the emphasis on the college 
started at Texas Tech.  We started a program with four students and 
developed a college with 1100 students and a full blown honors cur-
riculum and support facilities that was, for a time, one of the more 
developed in the nation.  

Gary M. Bell
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

There are so many memories and they all involve conversations 
with honors colleagues.  At my institution, honors is guided by a 
dedicated but small group of advocates.  While we enjoy our com-
pany and the purpose of our work, we look forward every year to 
meeting colleagues at the national conference.  Over time, won-
derful friendships have developed that have led to visits to honors 
campuses and, in some cases, to holiday visits.  Nebraska Honors is 
a better program for what we have learned from our honors col-
leagues.  Whether in large sessions or small discussion groups or 
by correspondence, access to a range of honors practices compels 
consideration of  what we can learn to improve our program.  Addi-
tions and modifications to our practices create a dynamic enterprise 
that is driven by a simple goal: how can we best serve the academic 
expectations and needs of our talented students.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I was entrusted many years ago with the development of an honors 
program at my school.  With appreciation for the commitment that 
the university administration made to provide our better prepared 
and more motivated students with an appropriate academic experi-
ence, I embraced the assignment.  The curriculum we developed 
was supported by exceptional colleagues who shared our dedication 
to our students.  And from an entering class of 93 honors students in 
1986 we have consistently matriculated approximately 500 students 
annually for the past 20 years.  The program has made a difference 
in the lives of our students and I have been grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be a part of that outcome.  Not so long ago, I was eager to 
have Nebraska compete for the selection of our campus to host the 
national headquarters of the NCHC.  We have all enjoyed the com-
pany of our NCHC colleagues in the Neihardt Residence and have 
appreciated the leadership of NCHC in contributing to, and in many 
ways guiding, the honors enterprise nationwide.           

Patrice Berger
2015 Fellow
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Dr. Irmgard Bocchino worked for Broward College for 38 years. 
Over the years, she served in a variety of positions, before retiring 
as the Associate Vice President (AVP) for the Honors Institute and 
Special Academic Projects. In addition, she served Broward College 
as a Speech Faculty member and Debate Coach, then as the Associ-
ate Dean for Communications on Central Campus. In her role as 
AVP of the Honors Institute, Dr. Bocchino led a massive transfor-
mation and expansion of the Robert “Bob” Elmore Honors Institute 
and worked with the Broward College Foundation to raise over 2.5 
million dollars for the Honors Institute. She also endowed the 
“Robert F. Bocchino Family Honors Student Scholarship” in 
memory of her parents.

Dr. Bocchino was recognized in 2010 for her outstanding service as 
elected Treasurer of the Florida Collegiate Honors Council with a 
scholarship in her honor: “The Dr. Irmgard Bocchino FCHC Part-
ners in the Park Scholarship Program.” In addition, she was award-
ed the following;  Distinguished Service State Award/FACC, 1997, 
Region V Outstanding Region Member/FACC, 1996 State Presiden-
tial Award/FACC, 1994, International Phi That Kappa Distinguished 
Alumna 1998, Phi Theta Kappa State of Florida Distinguished 
Alumna 1990, Broward College Distinguished Alumna 1989, State 
Award: Brain Bowl Coach, 1986-87, Central Campus Professor of 
the Year 1982-83.

Dr. Bocchino was fond of an old Swahili proverb she discovered 
early in her college education, which became her personal motto: 
“The stars never shine as brightly when the moon is full.” As she 
would explain it, if an educator is focused on his/her own achieve-
ments, there is no room for the student’s accomplishments to shine.

Irmgard Bocchino
2012 Fellow (posthumous)
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Many: crowds at the coffee carts; enlarged images on easels sur-
rounding registration areas; dynamic keynote speakers; exciting 
committee meetings; excellent discussions in roundtables, sympo-
sia, general sessions.  Of the faculty institutes I was part of, Berlin: 
Metropolis and Memphis Blues stand out as unusual.  Las Vegas/
Death Valley as exceptional, Puebla/Cholula and Prague as unfor-
gettable. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Designing and implementing City as TextTM as a laboratory strat-
egy for experiential learning and engagement in active learning.  Its 
application to so many divergent programs and sites is endlessly 
exciting and rewarding to me, and the range of creative encoun-
ters this project has opened staggers me still.  Perhaps best of all: 
student alumni of CAT experiences are perpetually in touch, and 
colleagues are indefatigably imaginative!

Bernice Braid
2010 Fellow
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Ron Brandolini came to Valencia College in 1976 and was the 
founding director of the college’s honors program in the 1980s.  Dr. 
Brandolini served in that capacity for 20 years. During that time, he 
recruited top students and teachers for the program, elevating the 
program’s stature throughout the country. 
 
Honors students from Valencia went on to North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, Duke, Ivy League schools and top-tier state universities. 
 
“It was rated one of the highest community college programs in the 
country,” said Ivan Applebaum, 76, a retired psychology professor. 
 
Dr. Brandolini’s intellect allowed him to converse on any subject 
with experts in their fields, but his personality made him accessible 
to teachers and students alike. For his students, Dr. Brandolini had 
the ability to translate the principles of economics into the language 
of everyday life.

Dr. Brandolini was an intellectual champion of liberty, free markets 
and the rights of all human beings to plan the course of their lives 
without the force  - or the threat of it - to guide them.  

Dr. Brandolini was a frequent presenter at NCHC conferences and a 
session leader for Beginning in Honors for many years.  He served 
on the Executive Committee and the Two-Year College Commit-
tee as well as serving on the Conference Planning committee for at 
least five years.

In 2000, Ron ran for the NCHC Board of Directors, demonstrating 
his commitment to NCHC and his understanding of honors. Ron be-
lieved that assessment, the relationship between two and four year 
institutions, and support of new honors programs and directors were 
of primary importance to the organization.

Ron Brandolini
2012 Fellow (posthumous)
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Spending time with Hew Joiner, Ron Link, John Zubizarreta, Ada 
Long, Ann Raia, Bernice Braid, Joan Digby, Anne Ponder, Sam 
Schuman, Donzell Lee, Bob Spurrier, Rosalie Otero, Jay Paul, Guy 
Sedlack, Ron Brandolini, Marca Wolfensberger, Marnie Jones, Ron 
Dotterer, Ira Cohen, Pegeen Albig, Bob Rodgers, Mill Mech, and so 
many others... they became and will remain my family. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Serving the NCHC as Executive Secretary/Treasuer and Editor of 
the National Honors Report.

Earl B. Brown
2015 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Being bombarded in the women’s room by several women asking 
when Earl will be in the Consultants Lounge. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Writing That Time, That Place, That War which was named Out-
standing History Book of the Year 2012 by the Military Writer’s 
Society of America. 

Margaret Brown
2015 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
First, thinking of the self-confidence and delight shown by my 
UNCW students when they delivered well-received presentations at 
NCHC.  

Second, their faces when they tried Ethiopian food during one of the 
DC NCHC conferences.  

Last but not least, attending Lincoln Salt Dogs minor league base-
ball games with my friends on the Board of Directors!

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I appreciate being recognized by my own campus and by the CASE/
Carnegie Professors of the Year program for my work organizing 
support for faculty-mentored research conducted by both honors 
students and the general population at UNCW.  Seeing how students 
mature via the process of engaged and applied learning strategies 
we employ in honors education is incredible!

Katherine Bruce
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

My favorite memories include discussions with colleagues and 
students on the development of honors programs. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

I have enjoyed the most throughout my 50 or so years of teaching 
the creation of interdisciplinary courses. 

Catherine Cater
2011 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

My memories of NCHC are many and almost always favorable.  
My historian’s instinct here is to do this vaguely in order of oc-
currence.  In my early years, the 1980s I was awed by the people I 
met and the things in which I was involved.  Among the individu-
als who introduced me to the organization were Catherine Cater, 
Bernice Braid, John Grady, and Bill Mech.  Most of the things I 
was involved in are still places I return to in the annual conference. 
I served on the Publications Board which left me with many friends 
(and an occasional headache). Much of my continuing work was 
there.  I also was one of the founders of the Research Committee, 
and its first chair.  My service as an elected officer and the people 
I dealt with were high points.  I had the dubious distinction work-
ing on two crises, the first was the conference in Los Angeles after 
a crisis there, and the second was working on a Conference in St. 
Louis after a major flood.  All in all, I look back on those years with 
a smile. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

On balance, the Research Committee or my work on the Pub Board. 

Ira Cohen
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

It is a three way tie; The Diversity Forum in Philadelphia; meeting 
Jon Kotinek at the Philadelphia Diversity Committee meeting; Pub 
Board meeting at the home of Ada Long and Dail Mullins on St. 
George Island, Florida. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

Co-editing and writing for the NCHC monograph, Setting the Table 
for Diversity, with Jon Kotinek.

Lisa L. Coleman
2012 Fellow
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Richard Cummings has been a stalwart and important leader in hon-
ors at his home institution—the University of Utah—as well as in 
the National Collegiate Honors Council for most of the past several 
decades. After serving as the honors advisor in his home depart-
ment—Languages and Literature—for two years and later serving 
for one year as Associate Director of the university-wide program, 
Dick became Director of the Honors Program at the University of 
Utah for twenty-five years (1970- 1995). During that time, he was 
a long-time member of many key NCHC committees, including the 
Executive, Conference Planning, NCHC Portz Grant, and Finance 
Committees. He planned the annual conference in Salt Lake City 
in 1985, was President of the NCHC in 1987, chaired the Nominat-
ing Committee in 1988, and, starting in 1993, co-chaired with John 
Grady the ad hoc and later standing Committee on Assessment and 
Evaluation, which produced the Basic Characteristics of a Fully 
Developed Honors Program. Dick wrote numerous articles for hon-
ors publications, made regular presentations at honors conferences, 
and served frequently as a professional consultant.

The courses he has taught in honors include Humanities: The Intel-
lectual Tradition of the West, Existentialism, Theories of Art, and 
Theories of Decadence. Dick’s association with art has remained a 
constant in his life; as Professor Emeritus, he devoted much of his 
time to painting as well as to reading and travel.  Dick has been ever 
a steady, reliable, courteous, professional, and genial colleague as 
well as leader, a man who represents the ideal of academic integrity. 
 

Richard J. Cummings
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

Being active in NCHC means that I have had many memories. 
Certainly, watching my first student presenting at the NCHC Con-
ference was thrilling. One of my favorite memories was seeing my 
friends having great times during the conference I chaired. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

My greatest professional achievement isn’t the recognition or 
awards that I have had through over three decades but rather the joy 
of the friends and students who are the true blessings of my profes-
sional life. 

Lydia R. Daniel
2010 Fellow
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Dr. Freddye Turner Davy was an educator for over fifty-eight years. 
She spent the first thirty-four of those years as a public school 
teacher in Arkansas, Washington, D.C., and Maryland. Along the 
way, she received degrees from Philander Smith College, the Uni-
versity of Maryland, and Vanderbilt University. After her career in 
public schools, she then spent seven years at Benedict College in 
Columbia, South Carolina, and served as a visiting lecturer at the 
University of Nigeria before becoming Director of the Hampton 
University Honors College in 1994.  At Hampton, she developed 
the honors curriculum, initiated honors seminars, and developed 
the various rituals for induction and graduation. Her influence was 
significant well beyond her campus positions. She was the founder 
and executive director of the National W. E. B. Du Bois Honor So-
ciety, and she held elected positions in the National Association of 
African American Honors Programs, the Virginia Collegiate Honors 
Council, the Southern Regional Honors Council, and the National 
Collegiate Honors Council. 

“If there is a single word to describe Freddye, and that really is 
not possible, it is dignity—an admirable trait that she embodies in 
its fullest sense. On many occasions I have seen her pour oil on 
troubled waters in NCHC. Without posturing or pontificating, she 
can bring out the best in her colleagues and lead them away from 
the shoals of conflict. She is a voice for inclusion, reason, and trans-
parency.” Robert (Bob) Spurrier

Freddye T. Davy
2012 Fellow (posthumous)
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

My memories focus on all the friendships and achievements that 
have come from thirty-five years of belonging to NCHC. I treasure 
the day I heard Jocelyn Jackson give her presidential address, which 
convinced me that I wanted to be part of this organization. Then, 
when I heard Ada Long’s presidential speech, I actually considered 
the idea that I might run for office to do my share. As someone who 
came up through the ranks of leadership in NCHC, I have a bat-
tery of curious memories related to incredible speakers, exceptional 
dinners and delightful escapes--especially with horses.  I remember 
most vividly the transvestite ball at the Washington D.C. confer-
ence, when I jumped ship with other NCHC colleagues to immerse 
myself in that spectacular event. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I have two:

The several editions that I edited of the Peterson’s Guide that helped 
NCHC make contact with students and families searching for col-
lege opportunities. 

My invention of Partners in the Parks and the numerous rewards 
connected with seeing this program grow exponentially over the last 
several years.Joan Digby

2010 Fellow



24

Most members of the National Collegiate Honors Council know 
Ted Estess as Chair of Beginning in Honors. BIH is perhaps the 
most important feature of the annual conference and a key service 
of the NCHC, providing a gateway into the organization and into 
the honors community for large numbers of annual newcomers. 
Ted has organized and presided over BIH for over a decade, wel-
coming participants to honors education with his inimitable charm, 
wit, efficiency, and style. He has also served NCHC as a member 
of the Conference Planning Committee (1996-present), the Execu-
tive Committee, the JNCHC Editorial Board (2001-present), and a 
dozen or so other committees. 

Ted is retired Dean of the Honors College at the University of 
Houston, where he is also Professor of English and holds the Jane 
Morin Cizik Chair. After serving as Honors Director at LeMoyne 
College in Syracuse, Ted went to Houston in 1977 to chair its rather 
small honors program, which under his leadership has grown to an 
Honors College that enrolls 1150 students. With degrees in English 
from Baylor (B.A.), Theology from Southern Seminary (M.Div.), 
and Humanities from Syracuse University (Ph.D.), Ted has a 
distinguished career in teaching and research, including a book on 
Elie Wiesel (Ungar Press) and scholarly articles on such writers as 
Samuel Beckett, Walker Percy, Mary Gordon, William Kennedy, 
and Joseph Heller. His teaching awards include The University of 
Houston Teaching Excellence Award and (six times) the “Top Prof” 
Award from Mortar Board. 

For hundreds, perhaps thousands, of honors educators and admin-
istrators, Ted has been the First Face of Honors, and we have all 
benefited from his outstanding work on Beginning in Honors, his 
other services to NCHC, his remarkable accomplishments at the 
University of Houston, his scholarly acumen, his gentle wisdom, 
and the laughter he never fails to evoke from audiences, colleagues, 
and friends. 

Ted Estess
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
My favorite memory is the day I spent on Capitol Hill in August 
(2016) with our Executive Director, Hallie Savage, and our Gov-
ernment Relations Specialist, John Chwat, meeting with legislative 
staffers who work on and are responsible for formulating federal 
higher education policy.  We proudly explained the important role 
of honors education in higher education, the work that NCHC 
does in support of both, and the opportunities for NCHC to work 
with Congress (and the White House) to help distribute our mes-
sage more widely, attain support for our activities, and broaden our 
impact on higher education. It was especially gratifying to see how 
well our messages were received and how eager these leaders were 
to work with us in the future in a variety of ways.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I have been very fortunate in my career and my most fortunate 
professional achievement was getting hired to be James Madison 
University’s Honors Program Director when, as a faculty member at 
Iowa State University, my career interests shifted from teaching and 
research to academic administration. However, I consider my great-
est professional achievement to be my leadership as NCHC Presi-
dent, especially in developing its new strategic priority on advocacy 
to: raise the organization’s visibility and profile, advocate on behalf 
of issues that matter to it, and seek financial support from those who 
value excellence in higher education. 

Barry Falk
2016 Fellow
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Dr. John Grady not only exemplifies honors culture but also helped 
to create it for almost four decades. On the fulltime faculty in the 
economics department at LaSalle College since 1960, John was 
appointed Director of the Honors Program in 1969. He attended his 
first annual NCHC meeting in New Orleans in October of 1969, and 
its student-centered culture made NCHC a lifetime commitment for 
him. He attended many national conferences, and hosted the 1983 
and 2006 conferences in his beloved Philadelphia. He also was one 
of the four original organizers of the Northeast Regional Honors 
Council in 1971 and hosted their annual conference in 1976 and 
1996. 

In addition to serving on many NCHC committees, leading and 
presenting conference sessions, and serving as an official and unof-
ficial consultant to countless honors educators, John initiated many 
of NCHC’s most significant initiatives. As the first co-chair of the 
Committee on Assessment and Evaluation and the first chair of the 
NCHC Personnel Committee, he led the development of the Basic 
Characteristics of a Fully Developed Honors Program, the criteria 
for NCHC certification as an on-site consultant/evaluator of honors 
programs, the biannual workshop on Assessment and Evaluation, 
and the job description and hiring process for the position of execu-
tive director. 

While many of John’s efforts have focused on defining and stabiliz-
ing the NCHC, he always maintained his primary focus on students 
as the center and purpose of the organization. He was a consistent 
force for unity and respect. The welcoming, inclusive, student-cen-
tered, and loving culture that people cherish in the NCHC is in large 
part the creation of John Grady, and we have all been the beneficia-
ries of his wise leadership.

John Grady
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
I love to people watch at the conference, whether it be Joan Digby 
posing with drag queens whose annual Halloween Ball was in our 
hotel, John Zubizarreta rakishly sporting the conference swag black 
cowboy hat and red neckerchief, or Peter Machonis riding a bicycle/
tightrope contraption at a science center reception.  In honors, we 
work hard, and we play hard.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Publishing the Honors Composition monograph.  Over 300 honors 
professionals participated in my survey and interviews, and I spent 
subsequent conference trips meeting many of these participants.  
My interests in conducting and promoting research about honors 
education then led me to committee work and terms on the Publica-
tions Board and the Board of Directors.  What began as a disserta-
tion topic to provide a foundation for studying first-year honors 
composition grew into my career in honors.

Annmarie Guzy
2015 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

There are so many NCHC memories that I could choose from: 
watching students from my institution present their research, seeing 
our crack NCHC staff in action, listening to great plenary speakers, 
watching the committees interact and shape the future of the orga-
nization along with the board of directors. If I had to choose one 
moment, however, it would probably be the response from students 
to the City as Text investigations in Kansas City (2010). Over and 
over, students from across the nation remarked on how friendly the 
midwesterners were and their own surprise that there were so many 
interesting and enlightening things to do in Kansas City. I recall 
sharing meaningful glances with my regional colleagues at that ses-
sion, silently communicating, “We know, we know.” It was reward-
ing to showcase the region. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

At Eastern Illinois University, undergraduate research is part of 
the Honors College, though it serves all undergraduates. My great-
est accomplishment was convincing my president and provost that 
a healthy investment in undergraduate research would pay off in 
terms of the institution’s reputation and the participation rates of 
its students in research and creative activity. This lobbying led to a 
greatly enhanced undergraduate research culture at the institution 
upon which my successors have built. 

Bonnie D. Irwin
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 

--my first term on the Board at which sessions we made important 
decisions concerning the future direction of NCHC, focusing more 
on student visibility and involvement 

--the start of SIRP by Richard Badenhausen, to focus on and pro-
mote student research 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

--the establishment in 1987 of the Morehouse College Honors Pro-
gram and its growth in numbers of students, course offerings, and 
four-year graduates to 2013
 
--ability to interest a number of students each year in presenting at 
SRHC, NCHC, and NAAAHP conferences 

Jocelyn W. Jackson
2011 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
It is impossible for me to reel in any single “favorite” from the 
ocean of warmly-remembered experiences which two decades 
of working with the extraordinary gaggle of honors students and 
faculty that NCHC opened up for me, but I’ve been thinking about 
it since receiving this request and--more or less arbitrarily reeled in 
from that ocean--let me mention a couple of very vivid memories.  
There was the plenary session offered by a physicist-astronaut dur-
ing Joan Digby’s 1999 conference in Orlando, which shared with us 
an array of recent photographs taken with the Hubble space tele-
scope.  It was for me then, and remains ever since, an awe-inspiring 
experience.  (And I remember what “awesome” meant before it was 
co-opted in popular parlance to describe anything even modestly 
beyond the completely mundane.)  Then, on a more human scale, 
there was the performance by the young woman from Gallaudet 
University who did the signing for the performance by Capitol 
Steps during the 2000 conference in Washington.  She imaginatively 
dove into the task of translating the rapid-fire Spoonerisms and puns 
of the performers for the hearing-impaired in our audience and put 
on such a show that the members of Capitol Steps were watching 
her and the cast invited a standing ovation for her!

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 
 
It began early in 1981, when the GSU Provost called me into his of-
fice to ask if I would accept appointment as the Director of our (then 
non-existent) honors program.  I laughed and replied, “Chuck, there 
is not an administrative job on this or any other campus that I’d be 
interested in...except that one.”  Fools rush in and I consented.  This 
opened up for me the opportunity to work with a group of talented 
and committed faculty in creating what became our Bell Honors 
Program and then to spend the ensuing twenty-one years in working 
closely with the select coterie of students we lured into participa-
tion and with the special breed of faculty chosen to teach those 
students.  I’m proud of my work as an historian of Great Britain, but 
I am more proud of my role in creating and then administering that 
special approach to undergraduate college education.

Hew Joiner
2013 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

One of my many favorite memories of NCHC was the final night 
at my first Partners in the Parks project in Acadia National Park in 
Maine. It was maybe the second or third project to have ever run. 
Going into the week, I had no idea what a transformational experi-
ence it would be, not only for the students, but for me. On that final 
evening around the campfire, we all shared the memories of the 
week and the impact the experience would have for each one of 
us. That memory stays with me with everything I do in our Honors 
program and with NCHC. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

My greatest professional achievement has been in helping students 
discover and achieve their dreams. We often get caught up in “ma-
jors” and “minors” and “career choices.” To me, a more  important 
focus is self-discovery. Through knowing oneself, the path is much 
easier. Leadership, service to the community, academic achievement 
and intellectual development all come from a deeper understanding 
of who we are and what gives us joy.    

Kathleen King
2015 Fellow 
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
I have so many, but I think one of my favorite NCHC conference 
memories was a Teaching and Learning Celebration led by Earl 
Brown when I first attended the conference.  I still use many of the 
ideas presented at that celebration.  I must also add all of the people 
I have met over the years have totally enriched my life and my 
teaching.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Taking a program that effectively had three classes and thirty stu-
dents into one that had over 300 students and dozens of classes--all 
with the help of what I learned at NCHC conferences!  When we 
received a glowing report from one of our transfer partners in their 
evaluation of the program, I was thrilled.

Carolyn Kuykendall
2013 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

I have truly enjoyed my time collaborating with colleagues in the 
honors community.  Many have supported and encouraged my pro-
fessional development, and I have always felt fortunate to have been 
part of the NCHC community.  Perhaps my most favorite NCHC 
memories, however, relate to my time serving on the Finance Com-
mittee for NCHC.  There are truly wonderful people in our national 
office as well as those serving on committees who are passionate 
about honors and working in earnest to serve honors students and 
programs/college in every way possible.  Despite the commitment 
to hard work at the committee level, we also had many laughs and 
great memories.  I offer sincere thanks to all of those with whom I 
was fortunate to serve!

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement?

I collaborated with two other faculty members to create a service-
learning experience for honors students that culminated in an 
alternative spring break.  Several students had such transformative 
experiences through their research and service that they found their 
passion and changed majors to align with further exploration in the 
field of their choice.  These students truly engaged with and com-
mitted to the community, and they learned that they can shape not 
only their own futures but also that of the community at-large in 
very meaningful ways.  Two of the students who participated in this 
learning experience went on to win the Jack Kent Cooke Scholar-
ship, and thus, they have received significant financial support in 
pursuit of their goals.  However, they still return annually to share 
their experience with other students, mentoring and encouraging 
them, and these students have attributed their commitment to their 
own experiences in this service-learning honors program.

Jennifer Lane
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
The many, many presentations made by UWF students over the 
years.  It is wonderful to just sit back and watch all of the talent and 
ability emerge.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

The work I’ve done on Assessment in Honors will probably be my 
most lasting contribution to honors education.

Greg Lanier
2010 Fellow
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Donzell Lee has been a leader at the regional and national level 
and was instrumental in fashioning the master class component of 
the conference into a signature program.  Some of his NCHC and 
regional accomplishments include:

2001-2009 NCHC Master Classes Coordinator 
2003-2004 Past President, NCHC 
2002-2003 President, NCHC 
2001-2002 President Elect, NCHC 
2000-2001 Vice President, NCHC 
1996-1997 National Executive Director, National Association of 
African American Honors Programs 
1995-1997 Executive Committee, Southern Regional Honors  
Council 
Executive Committee, National Collegiate Honors Council 
Conference Planning Committee, National Collegiate Honors  
Council 
1994-1995 President, Southern Regional Honors Council 
Executive Committee, NCHC 
1993-1994 Vice President, Southern Regional Honors Council 
Conference Program Chairman, Southern Regional Honors Council 
1992-1994 National Association of African American Honors  
Programs, President

Donzell Lee
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

A memorable occasion of high promise was the “Undergraduate 
Summit,” convened by Sam Schuman and Anne Ponder at the Chi-
cago NCHC conference in October of 2001, where thirty represen-
tatives of NCHC and other major educational organizations, such 
as the AAC&U and the Association of General and Liberal Studies, 
considered ways to reaffirm the value of the liberal arts in under-
graduate education.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

My twenty-three years as founding director of the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham Honors Program were an opportunity to 
create my ideal of undergraduate education: intensive and de-
manding interdisciplinary courses taught by teams that included 
biochemists, poets, epidemiologists, civil engineers, philosophers, 
and mathematicians; long-term service projects benefiting urban 
schools, prisons, and homeless shelters; and a mutually supportive 
community of faculty and students who came from all majors, ages, 
races, religions, social classes, and educational backgrounds.

Ada Long
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Wow, there are so many, but I think my favorite must be witness-
ing the leadership that Norm Weiner and many others, e.g., Greg 
Lanier, Hallie Savage, displayed in getting the National Office off 
the ground.  There were many who doubted that members would 
pay the dues necessary to keep it running, others who thought that 
it absolutely must be in DC if it were to be effective, and yet others 
who thought it would be fine if NCHC continued just as it was.  
Who would go back to those days now, and who could have imag-
ined how far we have come before the National Office was created?  
A big win all around.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I have two favorite professional accomplishments, both teaching 
related (it seems as if all the scholarship is secondary in this case).  
The first occurred in the days just before cell phones, when I was 
obliged to miss a class because I was in a Presidential Search Com-
mittee meeting.  I was running the meeting, had to make a presenta-
tion, and of course, the meeting ran long. I had no means to contact 
the class members, and the class met before the Honors Administra-
tor was to be in the office, and there was no way to get a message 
to the class.  By the time the meeting finished the class was within 
10 minutes of concluding, and I rushed over only to find them still 
meeting, discussing assigned reading.  They did just fine and got 
virtually everything from the selection, on Martin Luther, I wanted 
them to read and discuss.  On a second occasion, a class was read-
ing Socrates/Plato and before the class actually began a particularly 
provocative student was discussing him with two or three others.  
The provocative student argued that Socrates was an anarchist, and 
the others disagreed, but soon others joined the discussion, and by 
the time class actually began, virtually everyone was involved. I 
retreated to a corner of the room, and for the entire class period, 
they talked about Socrates without any assistance or interference 
from me.  I literally did not utter a single word.  When class time 
expired, I applauded them.  Thus, I think my greatest professional 
achievement would be creating independent-thinking, self-sufficient 
students, and thereby making myself superfluous. There is another 
moral to these stories:  We are much less indispensable than we like 
to think.  

George Mariz
2014 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
What a difficult question!  Collectively my best memories are con-
nected to all of the students we brought to the NCHC conferences, 
many of whom had transformative experiences from both the travel 
and the intellectual vibrancy of the conference.  Add to that the 
wonderful honors colleagues whom I had the opportunity to see at 
the conferences, committee meetings, and faculty institutes.  If I 
have to choose one singular event, I would choose the New Orleans 
conference in 2004, particularly the Zydeco music and dance les-
sons.  What a great time we had once we collectively managed the 
bus and food line problems!  Dancing until midnight with faculty 
and students will be a lasting NCHC memory.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

My greatest professional achievement would be the successful 
growth of the Honors Program at Oklahoma City University.  Start-
ing with nothing but a program outline and two proposed courses, 
honors at OCU grew to over 150 students, a full menu of courses, 
and many opportunities for students and faculty to participate in 
regional and national honors conferences.  

Virginia McCombs
2012 Fellow



39

What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Hosting the March 2012 Publications Board meeting at our home 
on St. George Island, Florida, was a gathering of curious folks that 
allowed Ada and me to:  (1) help carry a 600 lb. wooden picnic 
table up stairs to our dining room to provide adequate seating for 
everyone; (2) hire a friend to shuck and serve a 25 lb. bag of fresh 
oysters; (3) prepare, transport across the island, and serve a 5-gallon 
tub of Duke’s Famous Gumbo; (4) give attendees a guided tour of 
Ada’s cat cemetery; and (5) point out to anyone who was interested 
that a stain on our driveway resembles, quite strikingly, the face of 
Edgar Allen Poe.  

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I believe my greatest professional achievement may have been 
making a successful transition from a research career in the field of 
origin of life studies for NASA to associate director of an honors 
program that subsequently allowed me to teach and interact with 
bright young students about those very research interests. 

Dail Mullins
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 

My favorite memory is sharing a very special celebratory dinner 
with my co-editor, Kim Klein, and many of our fellow co-authors 
to mark debut of our NCHC monograph, Preparing Global Leaders: 
Honors International Education, at the 2013 Annual Conference in 
New Orleans. It was the culmination of a lot of hard work during a 
3+year-long project. The location is particularly memorable for me, 
too, since my very first NCHC Conference was also in New Orleans 
– back in 2004. As a brand new Honors Program Director, I was 
overwhelmed by the numerous resources and supportive colleagues 
of NCHC. I continue to be incredibly grateful for all of the profes-
sional and personal support that NCHC provides.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I am most proud of highlighting the importance of study abroad 
in our Honors work to prepare future leaders who possess ethical,  
heightened global consciousness. The first time I attended an Inter-
national Education Committee meeting there were two individuals 
present.  Today, it is a vibrant committee with a great group of col-
leagues committed to international education; the International Edu-
cation Forum is now a regular feature of the Annual Conference; the 
2013 NCHC monograph on Honors International Education is the 
longest, multi-author monograph in NCHC history; numerous col-
leagues have presented at the International Honors Conferences and 
we continue to expand our international partnerships.  All of this is 
thanks to the hard work and varied contributions of many wonderful 
colleagues. 

Mary Kay Mulvaney
2015 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 

There are so many including the many NCHC conferences and the 
amazing people I’ve met, but if I have to choose one, it would be 
serving as President of NCHC.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Building a strong honors program with an interdisciplinary 
curriculum and full-time, tenured faculty.

Rosalie C. Otero
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Organizing and leading, with Sam Schuman, the early years of the 
Beginning in Honors series.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Leading two colleges where we were/are able to pursue learning in 
an optimal way and where faculty “teach to their hearts content.” 
This involved doubling both endowments, designing and building 
facilities, and creating and using a strategic plan to guide our work 
and to communicate about what we undertake.

Anne Ponder
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Hijacking a tour bus at the last NCHC conference in St. Louis to 
take friends and colleagues on the Ada, Dail, George, and Jeff Me-
morial Tour of St. Louis.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

In honors, being co-chair of the NCHC Publications Board when it 
created JNCHC, HIP, and the NCHC Monograph Series and seeing 
these publications continue to thrive.

Outside of honors, being one of the founding trustees and the first 
treasurer of Georgia Shakespeare, an equity company and one of the 
premier regional theatres in the southeast.

Jeffrey A. Portnoy
2010 Fellow
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Dr. John Portz embodied the curiosity, openness and intellectual 
eagerness which characterizes honors at its best. His service to this 
organization has been exceeded by no one.  Dr. Portz was one of 
the founding fathers of NCHC, having served as its President in 
1972. He also served a long term as Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
keeping the checkbook and the records as well as hosting meetings 
of the Executive Committee at the University of Maryland in his 
office, or on the Maryland shore, at the beach home in which he and 
Edythe spent much of their time.  Dr. Portz managed the organiza-
tion with a sprightly humor even as he built the honors program 
at the University of Maryland in College Park into a leading and 
exemplary enterprise. 

One of Dr. Portz’s gifts was identifying talent in others, both 
students and colleagues, and figuring out ways to provide leader-
ship and support for them to develop and give of those talents. His  
handling of his own program was a model of ingenious structural 
innovation. When in the early 1970’s he saw too few minority mem-
bers in a program housed on a more widely diverse campus than his 
program indicated, he created a Black Caucus within the student 
population, mounted an organizational structure that gave genuine 
decision-making power to students about which elective courses 
and seminars might run each year, and over a few years managed to 
galvanize his students into a dynamic, actively participating group 
on campus.

Dr. Portz always supported fresh initiatives: NCHC’s Honors Se-
mesters took off because he chaired the first committee that made 
the Washington Bicentennial Semester possible; his region’s Sleep-
ing Bag Seminars, built on the semesters model but meant to be 
designed and run by students, was a second initiative that took off 
because of his investment in it. Consistently, over time, he and his 
wife began to donate funds to help students and faculty participate 
in each of these new ventures. When faculty institutes began, he 
provided a subvention to be sure they were fiscally viable.
The eagerness to plunge into something new, intellectually or in 
action, characterized John. The unfamiliar fascinated, rather than 
frightened, him, and he embraced new curricula, pedagogies and 
people with zeal. 

John Portz
2011 Fellow (posthumous)
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
I don’t see how I can choose just one...

Todd Rose’s presentation on the brain in Boston.

Two of my favorites are the Capitol Steps performances at Washing-
ton DC conferences (‘00 and ‘09) -the first time we were delighted 
to see some “queenly” attired people at the same venue.

Working with the amazing colleagues on the former “Long Term 
Planning Committee” in Savannah.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement 

Developing honors articulation and transfer agreements with several 
universities for my campus, but also the 52 colleges in the Honors 
Transfer Council of California

Dr. Alison Primoza
2011 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Who can pick a favorite memory? My involvement with NCHC is rich in 
special memories. 

John Portz delivering his annual Executive Secretary-Treasurer’s report, 
its statistics punctuated often humorously by his thoughtful agendas for 
NCHC action and vigorous proposals for better honors practice, always 
accompanied by generous grants to make them happen. 

Or Bernice Braid fearlessly directing a chattering mob of excited partici-
pants gathering for the first-ever City as Text session (and the level of 
excitement over anticipated exploration never diminished in subsequent 
years). 

Or Sam Schuman welcoming and inspiring with his words and ideas the 
needy (desperate?) attendees at the very first convocation of Beginning in 
Honors. 

Or my heady experiences as chair of the Small College Honors Program 
Committee, as facilitator for the first-ever Idea Fair/Poster Session, as first-
time presenter, with a talented honors student (now a clinician and profes-
sor of psychology), at the NCHC conference in Fayetteville, Arkansas, as 
long-term intern with the Honors Semesters Committee.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I’m not sure I’ve made it yet! 

If the former question was difficult to answer this one is impossible. In-
stead I will offer milestones. 

Directing an Honors Semester, particularly the 1996 NYC Honors Se-
mester on The College of New Rochelle campus. Hosting the NE-NCHC 
Honors meeting at Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Serving as valued Honors 
Director at CNR for 28 years. Successfully teaching classics on a small 
college campus for 44 years. Finally attaining the rank of full Profes-
sor of Classics. For now, I think, creating and maintaining a website that 
makes use of images, essays, and annotated Latin passages in an attempt to 
present the complexity and richness of lived experience of ancient Roman 
women of all classes: ONLINE COMPANION to THE WORLDS OF RO-
MAN WOMEN (http://www2.cnr.edu/home/araia/companion.html).

Ann R. Raia
2013 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
My favorite NCHC memory is developing the arts strand for the 
2007 NCHC conference in Denver, CO. There was a primary focus 
on the arts: music, dance, drama, visual arts, as well as a faculty 
concert. This concert included the premiere of my first composition, 
“Songs of the Chinese Poets,” with text translations by John Digby. 
I have since had many opportunities to collaborate with John. All 
in all, although a lot of work, I thought it was a very special confer-
ence.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

This is difficult to answer! There have been so many performances, 
both national and abroad, and include such venues as The Kennedy 
Center and Caesar’s Palace. But, as a professional (and personal) 
achievement, I believe that my greatest accomplishment was when 
one of my music compositions was published. I had published many 
articles and reviews; however, it felt very special to publish a music 
composition - something that truly came from me! The composi-
tion was “The Mirror” which, coincidently, was composed for 
and premiered at the 2011 NCHC conference in Phoenix, AZ. The 
performance included Executive Director Cindy Hill as the soprano 
soloist and used John Digby’s translations from Chinese poetry. 
“The Mirror” was published in 2012 by ALRY Publications in 
Seattle, WA, and received Honorable Mention for the 2012 National 
Flute Association’s Newly Published Music Competition. It remains 
one of ALRY’s current best sellers. There have been several compo-
sitions published since, but the first is always the most special!

P. Brent Register
2013 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 
I wouldn’t say this memory is a “favorite,” but it certainly returns to me 
repeatedly.  It’s about a General Session at an NCHC conference.  The 
subject was racial stereotyping.

The session began with a well-dressed African-American young man 
telling about a time when he and his father were pulled over by the police 
on the interstate.  His father’s advice was, “Put your hands on the dash, 
don’t make any sudden movements, and be polite.”  They were scruti-
nized, then released on their way.  Upon arriving home and getting out 
of the car, a commanding voice came from behind: “GET DOWN ON 
THE GROUND!  NOW!  DOWN ON THE GROUND!  WHERE ARE 
THE GUNS?  WHERE ARE THE GUNS?”  This, accompanied by a 
heavy police knee in the back.   His father was a few yards away, undergo-
ing the same.  As quickly as it arrived, the tension was diffused.  One of 
the officers recognized the father as a member of the local school board.  It 
was all a mistake.  

Next, our presenter asked for a show of hands: “How many of you have 
been mistakenly detained?”  Several hands went up, more than just a few-
-all people of color.  Then, “How many have never had this happen?”  All 
the Caucasian hands in the room went up.  

A few moments later,  a young African-American woman rose: “I saw my 
friend shot in the back and killed by police while he was handcuffed and 
lying on his stomach in an LA subway station.”  By the time she finished 
telling about it, her eyes were wet with tears.  So were mine.  So were oth-
ers.

An audience member from the back stood to speak: “I was on the police 
force for 3 years before going back to school,” he said.  And he went on to 
express sympathy for the serious wrongs that had been recounted.  But he 
also explained the difficulties of police work, pointing out that an officer 
in any situation may have just left a violent experience in which his/her 
life was in danger.  May have been shot at or physically attacked.  Not a 
defense of the behaviors discussed, but a context.  

A Latino spoke.  He was older, with funky dress, edgy tats, wild hair.  
When he goes onto his campus at night, he is often stopped and questioned 
by security guards, made to show identification.

All these speakers were so real, and they spoke with such intelligent pas-
sion.  For me, the effect--both individual and cumulative--has been lasting 
to this day.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 
The answer to this is easy: coordinating the efforts to create the Honors 
Program at The Citadel.  

Jack Rhodes
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
My favorite NCHC memory is attending the national conference 
for the first time in New Orleans, LA in 2004. In our professional 
positions it’s easy to feel isolated as we focus on day-to-day tasks, 
and I remember being excited to meet and visit with honors col-
leagues from around the country and learn about the wide variety 
of programs available to top students at our home institutions. I 
was impressed with the collegial nature of the attendees and their 
willingness to share their success stories as well as their challenges. 
For the first time I felt part of the greater honors community, and I 
learned so much in a short amount of time. I loved coming back to 
Oklahoma State University re-energized with ideas and initiatives to 
help improve our students’ experiences in honors at OSU.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

My greatest professional achievement is actually a series of them: 
the successes of the students with whom I’ve worked in my ten 
years of advising. Every time I receive a graduate school graduation 
announcement in the mail, a thank-you note for my encouragement, 
an email announcing admission to medical school, or photos of a 
unique or prestigious internship experience, I remember how for-
tunate I am to be in a position to work with such amazing, talented 
students every day.

Jessica Roark
2014 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

There’s not a single memory that emerges from all the others. My 
earliest honors years took place within the splendid leadership of 
Liz Beck at Iowa State. Probably the Faculty Institute at the Grand 
Canyon in 1998 was the catalytic  formative event as far as NCHC 
itself is concerned. Every conference has had memorable encoun-
ters and service on the Board for eight years has been broadening, 
as well as allowing me to get to know a wide variety of amazing 
people. All of these contributed to my committing to honors as a 
profession, instead of (as well as!) a cool experience or service op-
portunity. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

This is not something I think about in those terms. In terms of 
professional impact, I guess being president of both organizations 
in which I participate heavily (Classical Association of the Middle 
West and South, NCHC) has left a mark. 

James Ruebel
2015 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
There are many great memories but one of the best is sharing the 
culminating celebration dinner at the 2007 Denver conference with 
the NCHC staff and the many people that created the conference.  It 
was a wonderful evening celebration of good team work.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

It’s a tie - building the Honors Program at Clarion University and 
completing my postdoctoral research project.

Hallie Savage
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
One summer, early in the Honors Semesters venture, I hosted a 
summer honors semester on the Maine Coast.  Two fine instruc-
tors taught courses on Maine Coastal Ecology and on the Acadian 
culture of Eastern Coastal Canada.  I taught a kind of introductory 
anthology of interesting bits and pieces of Maine history, culture, 
geography, etc.  It was a wonderful group of students, and a fine 
pair of colleagues.  We had the usual crises, the usual romances, the 
low points and the high ones -- including a hike to the top of Mt. 
Katahdin, the Northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail.  It was a 
splendid summer.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I believe that my greatest professional achievement has been to 
mentor and nurture several colleagues who have become valued and 
important leaders in American higher education.  And, I am particu-
larly proud that most of those Chancellors, Presidents, Deans and 
Provosts are women.  I’ve been a pretty good campus chief execu-
tive and chief academic officer, but I’ve helped along a handful of 
today’s academic leaders who have become great.  

Sam Schuman
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Having attended NCHC conferences since 1986, there are many 
memories from which to choose. Serving as conference chair for 
Boston in 2012 is a highlight; although the task is huge, the confer-
ence team makes it manageable and interpersonally rewarding. I 
have made friends through NCHC that will last a lifetime. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I have been in collegiate honors education for nearly thirty years, 
and it has become my professional home. It is a great honor to be 
elected by my peers for service to the Board of Directors and to 
executive office of NCHC. Perhaps my most satisfying achieve-
ment has been to spearhead and help form a database of institutional 
characteristics of our membership. I look forward to seeing growth 
in the amount and richness of information about our traits and prac-
tices, because it is critical for us to move forward as a profession. 

Rick Scott
2011 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
There are so many great NCHC memories . . . all the conferences, 
committee meetings, and workshops I’ve attended. But my favorite 
times have been the informal conversations, whether in hallways 
or over a great meal, that I’ve had over the years. I’ve learned so 
much, and have laughed so hard. The friendships I’ve made with 
NCHC members are priceless. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Working with smart, engaged students is my greatest joy. And when 
I hear from them years later, or read their postings on Facebook, and 
see all that they are now achieving and contributing to the world, I 
know all those long, sometimes frustrating, days were well worth it. 

Ricki Shine
2012 Fellow
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Dr. Charlie Slavin was an associate professor of mathematics, 
having joined the University of Maine Orono faculty in 1984.  Dr. 
Slavin was named director of the Honors Program in 1997 and con-
tinued as its director as it transitioned from a program to a college 
in 2002.  

Both brilliant and hardworking, Dr. Slavin graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa from Princeton in mathematics. He began his graduate stud-
ies at the University of Wisconsin, earning master’s and doctoral de-
grees in mathematics with special interest in the fields of harmonic 
analysis, singular integrals, and real/complex analysis. In 1984, he 
began his academic career as a math professor at the University of 
Maine, where he developed an innovative first- and second-semester 
calculus curriculum in which there were no lectures, called 3C Cal-
culus. The C’s stand for collaboration, communication, and context. 
In 1997, he took leave of the mathematics department after being 
named director of the honors program at the University of Maine 
and spearheaded the transition of the honors program to an honors 
college in 2002. Subsequently, he was named dean in 2004. 

“Charlie was a teacher. Charlie was probably the best teacher I have 
ever known,” said James Gallagher, associate professor emeritus 
of sociology. “For Charlie, the educational process is one in which 
each of us is in a journey to understand who we are, what we are — 
what it means to be human.”

Charlie Slavin
2012 Fellow (posthumous)
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 

Rather than something specific, I find that my favorite memory is 
the colleagues I have met over the years in the national honors com-
munity as we have shared in the effort to advance honors education 
for the benefit of the outstanding students with whom we have the 
privilege to work.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

No doubt it would be having had the opportunity to contribute in 
some small way to the success of so many honors students over 
more than forty years (25 of which have been in honors admin-
istration).  Within NCHC, it probably would be the creation of 
the Developing in Honors (DIH) workshop and the Best Honors 
Administrative Practices (BHAP) series of sessions that provide 
collaborative mentoring to honors professionals each year at our 
national conference.

Robert (Bob) Spurrier
2010 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

1) Whenever I spend time with NCHC colleagues as I always learn 
something!

2)  Jim Ruebel coming into the Summer 2013 Board meeting and 
saying “Elaine, we need to caucus;”  this led to a great deal of sup-
port from everyone as we worked to find ways to help two-year 
colleges fend off the onslaught of for-profit companies.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

1) Maintaining the email list to keep all of the two-year people in 
regular contact with one another.

2) Being nominated for and made an NCHC Fellow, receiving the 
(SUNY) Orange County Community College President’s Award 
for Excellence in Professional Service, and the State University of 
NY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service in 
the same year that seven of my students presented at the Northeast 
Regional Honors Council Conference. 

Elaine Torda
2013 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
“Being with the colleagues in NCHC and exchanging ideas. Not 
just the sessions but getting together after hours.”  Tresp served as 
Vice President and President of NCHC (1974-76), and was Execu-
tive Secretary/Treasurer (1981-87). Tresp co-founded and served as 
the first president of the Southern Regional Honors Council. He also 
provided consultation to more than thirty honors programs and gave 
countless presentations at national and regional conferences.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Developing the honors program at the University of Georgia of 
which he was director for 25 years. Tresp began his teaching career 
at the University of Georgia in 1957, remaining there through his 
retirement in 1994. His career is marked with numerous recogni-
tions, including the Ford Fellow in Academic Administration, 
the Honoratus Award, as well as many other teaching and service 
honors.

Lothar Tresp
2016 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Having the opportunity to work with so many dedicated colleagues 
from around the country and, increasingly, around the world. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Becoming director of my institution’s dying honors program, bail-
ing it out, and helping it grow in strength and quality — where it 
remains today, some twenty years later. 

Norm Weiner
2012 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory? 

The first NCHC conference I attended was in Chicago, and it was 
like a warm bath to me. It was fantastic to be amongst hundreds 
of people all involved in honors education, dedicated to creating 
the best honors education for their students. It was truly amazing 
to meet so many wise and enthusiastic people who all shared my 
dream, in the magnificent Hilton Hotel in Chicago. I no longer felt 
like a solitary idealist, but found myself in a group of people who 
all had the same dream. During that same conference, I had dinner 
with Earl Brown and John Zubizarreta. Before the conference, we 
had invited Earl Brown to The Netherlands to deliver a speech, at 
which time I had no idea that the NCHC was such an impressive 
organization. John Zubizarreta has become a wise friend and in-
spirer, and both Earl Brown and John Zubizarreta have visited The 
Netherlands many time since, to share their knowledge. To me these 
two inspiring people are great examples of stimulating students’ 
development, and doing research in this field. I have always kept 
the picture taken at that dinner with me. 

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

I am most proud of organizing an international conference on 
honors in Groningen, The Netherlands in 2012, and being able to 
welcome to The Netherlands a delegation from NCHC, who came 
to visit the conference. This to me was a very special and heartening 
occasion. And it was wonderful to experience so many researchers 
and practice experts gathered together to share their knowledge.
I am also proud of receiving my Ph.D. from Utrecht University, on 
the subject of honors teachers in both America and The Netherlands. 
I sincerely hope we can continue to guide our talented students in 
fully developing their talents.  

Marca Wolfensberger
2013 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?

My first NCHC conference in Salt Lake City in 1985. As the direc-
tor of a brand new honors program attending my first conference, 
i was completely blindsided when my colleagues from the west, at 
the meeting of the WRHC, overwhelmingly encouraged me and the 
Univeresity of Nevada, Las Vegas, to host the 1988 NCHC Confer-
ence in Las Vegas. After speaking with Provost and my wife Jeri, 
I naively took the bait, and proposed Las Vegas as the host city for 
the 1988 conference to the Executive Committee. I was taken aback 
for a second time, when many people balked at having a conference, 
and bringing students, to Satan’s den, Las Vegas. Needless to say, 
the opposition slowly relented, and UNLV hosted the 1988 confer-
ence without losing too many faculty or students to the myriad of 
sins available in “Sin City.”

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

Co-authoring a paper summarizing the results of my PhD disserta-
tion with my thesis advisor, R. A. Guyer and R. C. Richardson, who 
went on to share the 1996 Nobel prize in physics. Of course this had 
nothing to do with me and was solely due to the subsequent work 
of Professor Richardson. But it is still a cool thing to have a paper 
co-authored by a Nobel prize winner!

Len Zane
2015 Fellow
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What is your favorite NCHC memory?
 
Leading a van load of students to the top of snowy Loveland Pass, 
Colorado, during the NCHC 2007 conference in Denver and watch-
ing their delight over the novelty of their experience at a national 
honors conference. Several of them had not flown in a plane or seen 
snow before, and most of them had never presented at an academic 
meeting. The memory is precious.

What do you consider to be your greatest professional achievement? 

My lucky selection as a Carnegie Foundation/CASE U.S. Professor 
of the Year, the first ever from my state, and sharing the moment 
with several current and former honors students and colleagues 
(including Cindy Hill, NCHC Executive Director) at the special 
awards celebration in Washington, DC.

John Zubizarreta
2010 Fellow


